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GERALDTON FISHERMEN’S CO-OPERATIVE LTD 

Statement by Member for Geraldton 

MR I.C. BLAYNEY (Geraldton) [12.56 pm]: The Geraldton Fishermen’s Co-operative Ltd was established 
after disgruntled fishermen could not get more money out of buyers. Fishing at that time involved pulling pots up 
by hand into rudimentary boats and living in harsh conditions on remote islands. On 3 April 1951, Johnny 
Gedero became the first fisherman to deliver a catch to the co-op. People such as the Valenti, Basile and 
Bombara families pulled up their pots in the morning and in the afternoon they made bricks to build a factory. 
GFC first sold crayfish tails to the United States but gradually Japan and Taiwan became the main market and 
the product was sold live. China is now the main market. GFC has been involved in engineering, boatbuilding, 
boat lifting, electronics, prawn trawling, purse seining, and scallop and fish processing, and has purchased carrier 
boats, an aeroplane and a helicopter.  

Since it began, 54 of GFC’s shareholders have been directors and it has had nine chairmen. I congratulate the 
current directors, John Ritchie, Darren Bailey, Basil Lenzo, Phil Miragliotta, John Newby, Ian Willock, 
Bronwyn Barnes and Geoff Sherwin, as well as their predecessors and the current manager, Wayne Hosking. On 
its anniversary, GFC’s former chair, John Fitzhardinge, and fishermen Net Gedero, Leith Pritchard, Ric and Carl 
Dipane, Mark Bonser, Clinton Moss, Peter Cousemacker, Bruce Wann, Terry Parish, Tim Teakle, Wayne 
Bailey, Butch Maddren, Steve Sipila and Kent Stanton handed a bag of crays from the boat Mafalda to be 
weighed in by the original chair, Bill Newbold, and the current chair, John Ritchie. GFC is one of the 
Geraldton’s jewels. Despite low puerulus, the introduction of quotas and much change in the industry, GFC 
looks forward to the future and the next 60 years with confidence. 
 


